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Web-based Illinois Nutrition System

WINS Annual Application

 School Year 2025-2026

Instructions

Seamless Summer Option (SSO)
Congregate and Non-congregate

School Nutrition Programs
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SSO Application
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Seamless Summer Option Site Application
• Each site must meet eligibility requirements  

to apply and operate.
• One site in district must be approved to 

operate NSLP
• Site applications must be submitted and 

approved prior to operating/serving meals.
• Site applications may not be backdated to the 

starting date of operation if prior to 
application date and application approval.
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SSO Application
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• To participate in Seamless Summer Option the 
program must be marked under Participation-
Program Selection section of the site application.

 
• Applications must be completed and approved prior 

to operating SSO sites.
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• School (default)
• Migrant
• Camp 
• Non-School



5

SSO Application

5

• Open(default)
• Close
• Restricted
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• School Data(default)
• Census Track/Block Group
• Approved Income Eligibility Application
• Other
• Act of God
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Select up to 2 meal services:
• Breakfast/Snack
• Breakfast/Lunch
• Lunch/Snack
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Congregate vs Non-Congregate
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• Sites designated rural by USDA may operate as 
either congregate or non-congregate at a meal 
service or hybrid meal service models.

• Sites not located in rural designated areas may only 
operate as congregate meal sites

USDA Rural Designation Map

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/rural-designation
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Congregate vs Non-Congregate
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SSO Application Congregate
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SSO Application-Congregate
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If breaks occur between summer meal sessions enter 
separate date ranges for each meal session and save. 
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SSO Application-Congregate
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• If breaks occur between summer meal sessions 
enter separate date ranges for each meal session 
and save separtely. 

• Mark all days of the week meals will be served M-F
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Non-Congregate-SSO
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Non-Congregate-SSO
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Non-Congregate SSO
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Non-Congregate SSO

19

✓Unitized meals 
✓Bulk food items
✓Both
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✓Meal pickup
✓Home delivery
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• Add full date range(s) for all SSO programing and for 
each meal service provided, even if meal service is 
only provided once a week.

• If breaks occur between summer meal sessions 
enter separate date ranges for each meal session 
and save.
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Meal service may be congregate for one meal and non-
congregate for a second meal service. 

For example:
Breakfast is served congregate during summer school 
and lunch is non-congregate and sent home with 
students at the end of a half day program.
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Non-congregate meals may be distributed on one or 
multiple days in a week, Monday-Friday.

Select the serving days, Sunday-Saturday, that will be 
covered by all meal distribution days combined.
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All non-congregate meal site applications must be 
approved by ISBE prior to operation and will display 
this error message as a reminder.
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SSO Application 
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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SSO Application 
Congregate/Non-Congregate
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates, repeat if multiple sessions
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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SSO Application 
Congregate/Non-Congregate
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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SSO Application 
Congregate/Non-Congregate
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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SSO Application 
Congregate/Non-Congregate
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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SSO Application 
Congregate/Non-Congregate
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1. Select SSO
2. Enter date range beginning and end dates
3. Enter enrollment including anticipated community participation
4. Enter serving beginning and ending times
5. Mark days of the week meals are provided to cover
6. Save
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